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The coach 
Sean Sutton
(interim 
head coach).

The bench
Torre Johnson
(10.4 ppg) and
David Monds
(8.3) provide
athleticism
inside; G Marcus
Dove shoots 
66.7 percent.

The skinny
Inconsistent
Cowboys proved
capable of
blowing out 
Texas and playing
a nail-biter
against Baylor.

7. Okla. St. (16-14, 6-10) vs. 10. Iowa St. (16-13, 6-10)

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE COWBOYS A CLOSER LOOK AT THE CYCLONES

By BRIAN DAVIS
Staff Writer

Starters 
G Jamaal Brown

6-0, 185, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

5.5 1.6 3.1

G JamesOn Curry

6-3, 190, So.

PPG RPG FG%

13.5 2.8 39.6 

G Byron Eaton

5-11, 218, Fr.

PPG RPG 3-pt%

7.7 2.0 35.2 

F Mario Boggan

6-7, 235, Jr.

PPG RPG FT%

14.6 5.6 80.5 

F Kenny Cooper

6-10, 258, Fr.

PPG RPG FG%

2.0 1.8 48.9

Starters 
G Curtis Stinson

6-3, 215, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

19.3 5.0 5.6

G Will Blalock

6-0, 200, Jr.

PPG RPG FG%

15.4 3.3 44.9 

C Ross Marsden

6-10, 210, Fr.

PPG RPG FG%

2.8 2.8 54.1 

F Rahshon Clark

6-6, 190, So.

PPG RPG FT%

13.2 5.7 77.4 

F Shawn Taggart

6-10, 220, Fr.

PPG RPG STL

5.7 3.7 13

Key stat 

6-0
OSU’s record 
in the Big 12
tournament the
last two years.

OSU will
win if …

JamesOn 
Curry gets 
hot, Jamaal
Brown and
Byron Eaton
play within
themselves 
and the
Cowboys con-
trol the boards.

The coach 
Wayne Morgan
(146-123 career,
3-3 Big 12
tournament).

The bench
C Jiri Hubalek
averages 8.7
points. Morgan
said that sopho-
more guard
Tasheed Carr has
left the team.

The skinny
ISU is driven by
Stinson and Will
Blalock. If they
get into foul
trouble and have
to sit, ISU faces 
a sharp drop-off.

Key stat 

9.72
Iowa State
leads the 
Big 12 and 
ranks 12th
nationally in
steals a game.

ISU will
win if …

The Cyclones
pressure the
Cowboys’
guards at
midcourt, force
turnovers and
turn them into
easy points.

6 p.m. today, American Airlines Center (Ch. 52)

T-7 in 
Big 12

RPI
ranking:

90

T-7 in 
Big 12

RPI
ranking:
84

Key player: 
F Mario Boggan 

The transfer became an immediate
contributor, leading the team in
scoring and shooting (58.5
percent). He could become the
first player in 28 years to lead
Cowboys regulars in shooting and
free throw percentage.
Boggan also heads into
Dallas on a scoring
binge. He scored 17
points in three
straight games,
then had 21 and 25
in the final two
games of the
regular season. He
gives OSU another
threat from 3-point
range, as well.

Key player: 
G Curtis Stinson 

Coaches praise STINSON’s
defense, opponents loath his
tenacity and officials hate his
mouth. Stinson may be the
most colorful player in the
league for his ability to shut
down guards and tell them all

about how he did it. He ranks
second in the Big 12 in steals per

game (2.4). He can back up
the talk with some nifty

offensive play of his own.
He’s shooting 33.9
percent from 3-point
range and can find the
other Cyclones. Stinson

ranks third in the
Big 12 with 5.6
assists a game.

The coach 
Ricardo Patton 
(176-138 
career, 
5-10 Big 12 
tournament).

The bench
Andy Osborn 
has 51 3-pointers,
second on CU
behind Rich- 
ard Roby (61).

The skinny
Colorado is 2-3 
in its last five and
has shot 37.2
percent in that
stretch. The Buffs
have shot 35.6
percent in their
last two games.

5. Colorado (19-8, 9-7) vs. 12. Baylor (4-12, 4-12)

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE BUFFALOES A CLOSER LOOK AT THE BEARS

By CHIP BROWN 
Staff Writer

Starters 
G Jayson Obazuaye

6-2, 205, Sr.

PPG RPG APG

6.8 3.7 1.4

G Marcus Hall

6-1, 180, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

9.3 2.4 4.2 

G Richard Roby

6-6, 195, So.

PPG RPG APG

17.8 5.6 2.7 

F Chris Copeland 

6-8, 235, Sr.

PPG RPG APG

12.3 5.1 1.6 

C Julius Ashby

6-9, 235, Sr.

PPG RPG BPG

4.8 4.6 1.2 

Starters 
G Curtis Jerrells

6-1, 200, Fr.

PPG RPG APG

13.1 3.2 3.3

G Aaron Bruce

6-3, 195, So.

PPG RPG APG

13.0 3.6 3.3 

F Tim Bush

6-6, 235, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

3.6 2.8 0.9 

F Tommy Swanson

6-10, 225, Sr.

PPG RPG APG

6.6 4.6 0.6 

C Mamadou Diene

7-0, 240, Fr.

PPG RPG BPG

3.4 5.9 2.1

Key stat 

78.7
Colorado 
leads the Big 12
in scoring.

CU will 
win if …

The Buffs 
find a way to
win away from
home, as they
did at TCU,
Missouri and
Oklahoma
State. Colorado
is 0-5 in its 
last five away 
from Boulder.

Key player: 
G Richard Roby 

ROBY gives Colorado its
confidence. When he is active
and working a team inside
and outside, everyone else
seems to feed off him. CU is
16-1 when Roby leads the team
in scoring. He is fifth in the
Big 12 in scoring and
has scored 27 or
more points five
times, including
road wins at
Missouri (33) and
Oklahoma State
(27) and a home
victory over
Oklahoma (28).

Key player:
G Curtis Jerrells

Jerrells has scored in
double-figures in eight straight
games. The freshman from Austin hit
11 of 14 shots, including five of six
3-pointers, and scored 28 points in a

90-64 victory Feb. 7 over
Missouri. He leads a group

of talented freshmen
who have come up
huge for Baylor lately.
Kevin Rogers, a South
Oak Cliff product, had
17 points in a win over
Iowa State, and
Henry Dugat had 23
in a win over
Kansas State.

The coach 
Scott Drew 
(41-63 
career, 
0-0 Big 12 
tournament). 

The bench
F Kevin Rogers
has shot 64 per-
cent the last three
games. F Patrick
Fields makes 46
percent of his 3s.

The skinny
The Bears have
won two of their
last three and
nearly made it
three of three but
lost, 79-76, at
Oklahoma State.

Key stat 

8.06
Made 3-
pointers per
game, second
in the Big 12.

Baylor will
win if …

The Bears slow
Richard Roby
and get a
strong game
defensively
from Mamadou
Diene, who
leads the Big 12
in blocks 
(2.13 a game).

2 p.m. today, American Airlines Center (Ch. 52)

5th in 
Big 12

RPI
ranking:

52

12th in
Big 12

RPI
ranking:
154

The coach 
Barry Collier
(283-221 
career, 
0-5 Big 12
tournament).

The bench
B. J. Walker 
and Marcus
Walker 
combine 
to average 
10.5 points.

The skinny
After a 12-3 
start, the
Cornhuskers
faded down 
the stretch, 
losing nine 
of their last 14.

6. Nebraska (17-12, 7-9) vs. 11. Missouri (12-15, 5-11)

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE CORNHUSKERS A CLOSER LOOK AT THE TIGERS

By CHUCK CARLTON 
Staff Writer

Starters 
G Jason Dourisseau

6-6, 200, Sr.

PPG RPG SPG

10.7 7.3 1.1

G Jamel White

6-3, 180, Fr.

PPG RPG FT%

8.2 2.9 78.9 

G Charles
Richardson Jr. 

5-9, 160, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

4.3 2.5 3.2 

F Wes Wilkinson

6-10, 220, Sr.

PPG RPG 3-pt%

12.1 6.6 44.3 

C Aleks Maric

6-11, 265, So.

PPG RPG FG%

10.9 8.3 48.1 

Starters 
G Jimmy McKinney

6-3, 208, Sr.

PPG RPG FT%

12.5 3.7 77.6

G Thomas Gardner

6-5, 213, Jr.

PPG RPG 3-pt%

19.9 3.2 40.4 

G Jason Horton

6-0, 185, So.

PPG RPG APG

4.7 2.9 4.5 

F Marshall Brown

6-7, 210, So.

PPG RPG FG%

9.6 4.8 45.2 

C Kevin Young

6-9, 270, Sr.

PPG RPG ORPG

8.7 7.4 3.9 

Key stat 

7
Consecutive
first-round
losses in the Big
12 tournament.
Nebraska has
not won a game
since 1999.

Nebraska
will win if …
It can shoot 
a better
percentage. 
Nebraska is
14-0 when it
outshoots 
its opponent.

Key player: 
C Aleks Maric 

The 6-11, 265-pound Aussie ranks
among the Big 12’s most improved
players. His 10 double-doubles are
second in the conference. At times,
Maric has been dominant (he had 37
points, 16 rebounds and four blocks
in a victory over Iowa State).
Other times, not so much.
Maric was a nonfactor in
a late-season loss
to Texas A&M
after early
foul trouble.
It was the
only game
in the last
six that he
scored less
than 13
points.

Key player: 
G Thomas Gardner

GARDNER must score for
Missouri to have a chance.
The Tigers are 1-6 when he
has been held under 15
points. Containing him has
been difficult — he is

second in the Big 12 in
scoring (19.9 points). He

worked on his 3-point
shooting after
hitting 27 percent
in ’04-05. At 6-5,
he’s physical and
effective driving
to the basket. He

had 23 points
in a 64-63
win over
Nebraska
last week.

The coach 
Melvin Watkins
(111-136 
career; 
0-6 Big 12 
tournament).

The bench
Reserves 
have managed
only four
double-figure
scoring
performances
this season.

The skinny
The damage 
from the Quin
Snyder Era will
not be undone 
by just one 
Big 12 victory.

Key stat 

70
The Tigers 
are 8-4 when
reaching 70
points, but they
have averaged
59.9 in their 
last 12 games.

Missouri
will win if …
It can hold off
Nebraska on
the boards. 
The Tigers are
9-3 when they
win the re- 
bounding battle.

8:20 p.m. today, American Airlines Center (ESPN2)

6th in 
Big 12

RPI
ranking:

111

11th in 
Big 12

RPI
ranking:
134

The coach 
Bob Knight
(868-349 
career, 
7-4 Big 12
tournament). 

The bench
Freshmen 
Dior Lowhorn,
Michael Prince
and Alan Voskuil
have played
valuable minutes.

The skinny
Tech probably
needs a couple 
of victories 
just to make 
the National
Invitation
Tournament.

8. Texas Tech (14-16, 6-10) vs. 9. Kansas St. (15-12, 6-10)

A CLOSER LOOK AT THE RED RAIDERS A CLOSER LOOK AT THE WILDCATS

By KEITH WHITMIRE
Staff Writer

Starters 
G Jarrius Jackson

6-1, 185, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

20.3 4.2 3.0

G Martin Zeno

6-5, 202, So.

PPG RPG APG

13.9 5.3 2.9 

G LucQuente White

6-0, 180, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

1.9 1.4 1.6 

F Darryl Dora

6-9, 250, Jr.

PPG RPG FT%

7.3 4.5 85.3 

F Jonathan Plefka

6-8, 245, Jr.

PPG RPG FG%

6.4 4.3 43.0 

Starters 
G Clent Stewart

6-4, 195, So.

PPG RPG APG

4.7 2.2 3.2

G Akeem Wright

6-6, 190, Jr.

PPG RPG APG

6.2 5.5 2.7 

F David Hoskins

6-5, 225, So.

PPG RPG APG

12.7 4.5 2.1 

F Cartier Martin

6-7, 220, Jr.

PPG RPG FT%

18.3 6.7 83.7 

F Dramane Diarra

6-8, 245, Sr.

PPG RPG BLKS

5.0 5.0 43 

Key stat 

-4.5
Tech’s
rebounding
margin. 
Only Baylor
(-7.4) was
worse in the 
Big 12 during
the season.

Tech will
win if …

Someone 
in addition 
to leading
scorer Jarrius
Jackson 
has a big game.

Key player: 
G Jarrius Jackson

JACKSON has had to carry the
scoring and ball-handling load.
He is capable of tremendous
scoring bursts (41 points
against Nebraska). Jackson
is extremely quick and
has a nice shooting
touch (43.6 percent
on 3-pointers).
He is Tech’s iron
man. He
averages 38.3
minutes a game,
39.5 during
conference play.
Jackson gets a lot
of his points when
the Red Raiders are
trailing or trying to
close out a game.

Key player: 
F Cartier Martin

Martin, who averaged
10.5 points a game last
season, is one of the most
improved players in the Big
12. Injuries hampered the

Houston product his first two
seasons, but at full strength

he’s become one of the
league’s most
productive players. He
averages 18.3 points
on a team that scores
68.4 a game. At 6-7,
220, he can score

inside, but he’s also
hit 50 shots from

3-point range. Throw in a
team-leading 6.7 rebounds a

game, and it’s clear that Martin
makes the Wildcats go.

The coach 
Jim Wooldridge
(312-236 
career, 
3-5 Big 12 
tournament).

The bench
Junior guard
Lance Harris
averages 10.7
points and 25.8
minutes a game.

The skinny
K-State has 
lost some close
ones to the 
Big 12’s top
teams. The NIT
overlooked the
Wildcats last
season at 17-12.

Key stat 

.396
K-State has the
third-best field
goal percent-
age defense in
the conference.

K-State will
win if …

The Wildcats
eliminate the 
17 turnovers
and 35 percent
shooting they
posted in 
a 70-56 loss 
in Lubbock 
last month.

11:30 a.m. today, American Airlines Center (Ch. 52)

T-7 in
Big 12

RPI
ranking:

145

T-7 in 
Big 12

RPI
ranking:
94

BIG 12 TOURNAMENT: FIRST-ROUND GAMES


